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Syn(;hetic adhesive based 'on copolymcr 
systcm 

A number of commercial adhesives :ire 
used in leather industry. These arc either 
aqueous or solvent based and are prone to 
losses due to evaporalion, fung'al attack and 
fire hazards., They also conlain quite 
good amounl. of the medilim (waler/solvent) 
which means additional cost as lranspbrl. 
A n attempt is made to prepare an adhesive 
that would prove quile suitable for the 
1 ea t her footwear and lea thergoods 
industries. The· .~:~.evelopcd product is 
resistant to mould, growth and. fire. less 
prone to losses due to evaporation and can 
be easily transported and thinned down 
witl1'suitablc solvent, just prior to' use; 

Equirnolar concentrations of 
monomers were copolymerised 

50 

acrylic 
under 

suitable conditions using redox catalyst. 
The copolymer formed was colourless wilh 
rubber-like consistancy. This is fllrt.her 
tr.eated with a suitable sO,lvcnl 10 get a 
syrupy liquid haying tht' adl\(~siVl' 

character isl ics. 

(11 order to tesl its adhesive property . 
the product was'lested lIsing full chrnmc,' 

chromc retanned upper leathers and 
vegetable tanned sole leather. COlltl'l)1. 
'l~xperill\ents were also COIH.llIl'l\?d lIsi Ill; 

commercial adhesive. The results 111 

peeling load' strength of the controls are 
round to be quite comparable \";ith the 
experimcntal 'Idhesivc. Further work UII 

the polYIl er formu.lations and conditions 
js ji) progress. 
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