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Five Cretaceous alkaline—carbonatite igneous com-
plexes are reported from the Assam—Meghalaya Pla-
teau. These alkaline intrusions have been interpreted
to be coeval and associated with the 117-105 Ma Ra-
jmahal-Sylhet flood basalt province. With the exist-
ing age information it is possible that this alkaline
magmatism may be a late magmatic stage of the Ra-
jmahal-Sylhet large igneous province. Therefore, it
is essential to determine high-precision ages for these
alkaline complexes in order to understand the de-
tailed temporal evolution and genesis of this basaltic
and alkaline magmatism. Out of five igneous com-
plexes, Sung Valley, Swangkre and Samchampi have
been dated, but the emplacement ages of the other
two, i.e. Jasra and Barpung, are poorly constrained.
The present communication reports a new, high-
precision U-Pb zircon/baddeleyite age for a differen-
tiated portion of gabbro phase of the Jasra igneous
complex.

THE majority of carbonatite occurrences worldwide are
associated with alkaline, mafic and ultramafic rocks and
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a, Map of NE India showing location of alkaline—carbonatite igneous complexes and Sylhet and Rajmahal

traps. 1, Swangkre; 2, Sung Valley; 3, Samchampi; 4, Jasra; and 5, Barpung. DF, Dauki fault; BF, Bramhaputra fault;
b, Geological map of the Jasra igneous complex (modified after Mamallan et al.'?).

together form alkaline—carbonatite igneous complexes
(ACICs). The coincidence of such complexes with
major crustal structures (faulting and rifting) is well
established">. Woolley' has also correlated alkaline—
carbonatite magmatism, in space and time, with major
orogenic and tectonic events. A similar effort has also
been attempted for the Indian alkaline—carbonatite com-
plexes’, but high-precision age constraints are generally
not available for the latter. Several alkaline—carbonatite
igneous complexes are reported from northeastern
India’, viz. Swangkare, Sung Valley, Samchampi, Jasra
and Barpung (see Figure 1 a). These igneous complexes
are also associated with an uplifted horst-like feature,
the Assam—Meghalaya Plateau (AMP), bounded by the
E-W trending Dauki and Brahmaputra faults>*. Another
deep fault, the N-S trending Nongcharam fault, is also
associated with AMP’. Out of these five igneous com-
plexes, only the Sung Valley intrusion has been studied
in detail®'°. Considering all the age determinations re-
ported in Table 1 for the Sung Valley intrusion, there
exists a large range of emplacement ages between 90
and 150 Ma. But if we considered the geochronological
study of Ray et al”'® who used a variety of material to
date the emplacement age of the Sung Valley ACIC by
different methods (see Table 1), one can obtain a good
estimate of the emplacement age for this intrusion of
around 107 Ma. This age is well supported by ages of
other ACICs™!' as all these complexes were probably
emplaced within a short span of time’. The 107 Ma
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Swangkare’ and ~ 105 Ma Samchampi'' intrusions have
been dated using K—Ar and fission track methods, re-
spectively (see Table 1). There is currently no age data
available for the Jasra and Barpung igneous complexes.
Another important point is that all these NE Indian
ACICs have similar petrologic and geochemical character-
istics™; it could be interpreted that they all are derived from
a single magmatic episode at around 107 Ma (ref. 7).

The Jasra igneous complex comprises ultramafic (dif-
ferent types of pyroxenite), mafic (olivine gabbro and
basic dykes) and alkaline (syenite, trachyte, carbonatite
and ijolite) rocks and associated fenite'’. Pyroxenites
and gabbros form the main body of the complex, which
mainly intrudes the Proterozoic Shillong group represented
by quartzite, phyllite and amphibolite. In places, rocks of
Shillong group show an intrusive relationship with Neopro-
terozoic granitoids. Other associated rock units of the com-
plex display an intrusive relationship with pyroxenites and
gabbros. Carbonatite occurs as very thin veins. A geologi-
cal map of the area'” is presented in Figure 1 b.

In order to determine a high-precision U-Pb zir-
con/baddeleyite age for the Jasra complex, we have se-
lected a differentiated gabbro sample. This 0.5 kg
sample was collected from the Langsang Nala gabbro
(Figure 2). It shows a central differentiated part
(syenite) bordered by gabbro. The sample was selected
for the U-Pb study because felsic differentiated portions
of mafic complexes often contain zircon and/or
baddeleyite in sufficient quantities for age-dating. Un-
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Table 1. Geochronological data on northeastern India ACICs
Complex Method Material Age (in Ma) Reference
Sung Valley ACIC
Fission track Apatite 90+ 10 6
K-Ar Phlogopite from carbonatite 1495 7
Pb-Pb Carbonatite (WR) 134 £20 8
Ar—Ar Pyroxenite {WR) and phlogopite from carbonatite 107.2 £ 0.8 9
Rb-Sr Carbonatite (WR), pyroxenite {WR) and phlogopite 106 £ 11 10
from carbonatite
Swangkre ACIC
K-Ar Lamprophyre 1073 7
Samchampi ACIC
Fission track Apatite ~ 105 11

Figure 2.

Field photograph showing differentiated central part (Sy,
syenite) of a gabbroic body (Ga).

der the microscope, this sample is primarily equigranu-
lar hypidiomorphic, but in places panidiomorphic and
allotriomorphic textures are also present. This textural
variation is related to a range in crystal shapes, although
most crystals show subhedral characteristics. The main
mineral constituents are orthoclase, nepheline, hyper-
sthene, biotite, ilmenite, apatite, augite/aegirine—augite,
titanite, sulphide, zircon and baddeleyite. Euhedral
crystal morphologies are exhibited by titanite, apatite,
nepheline and ilmenite.

The differentiated portion of this gabbro sample se-
lected for the study (JS-5) was pulverized using a jaw
crusher and disk mill. Zircon and baddeleyite were
separated by a series of mineral separation steps that
include the use of a Wilfley table, Frantz isodynamic
separator and heavy liquids (methylene iodide). All
mineral grains selected for analysis were carefully ex-
amined at high magnification using a stereomicroscope.
The grains were first washed in 4N HNOj;, H,O and
acetone. All crystals were weighed and placed into
10 ml TFE Teflon dissolution vessels together with a
mixture of HF and HNO; (10:1) and a measured
amount of mixed **’Pb—""U tracer solution. After a dis-
solution period of 5 and 7 days at a temperature of
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220°C, uranium and lead were isolated using standard
anion exchange chromatography' closely following the
procedure outlined in Heaman and Machado'. All
analyses were performed on a VG354 thermal ioniza-
tion mass spectrometer at the Radiogenic Isotope Facil-
ity, University of Alberta. The uranium decay constants
used in this study are 1.55125 x 10""°yr' (**U) and
9.8485 x 107 yr ! (*U).

The heavy mineral fraction isolated from sample JS-5
consisted of apatite, augite, zircon, titanite and a minor
amount of baddeleyite and sulphide. Titanite occurs as
straw-yellow fragments with abundant mineral inclu-
sions and veining. Zircon occurs as colourless skeletal
grains and fragments with rare crystal face develop-
ment. Baddeleyite occurs as tiny tan to brown parts of
blades.

The U-Pb results for two multi-grain zircon fractions
and one multi-grain baddeleyite fraction are shown in
Figure 3 (baddeleyite is denoted by a shaded ellipse)
and Table 2. The zircon fractions have moderate ura-
nium content (430 and 362 ppm, respectively) and high
Th/U (> 2) which, combined with the skeletal habit, is
typical of zircon that rapidly crystallizes from a mafic
magma. The single baddeleyite analysis has a moderate
to high uranium content of 1040 ppm and low Th/U
(0.04), also typical of baddeleyite that crystallizes di-
rectly from a mafic magma. The model ages reported in
Table 2 for all three analyses are quite similar and plot
on (as in the case of analysis #1) or very close to the
concordia curve. The **°Pb/>**U ages for zircon fraction
#1 and baddeleyite fraction #3 are identical (105.2 + 0.6
and 105.2 + 0.8 Ma, respectively) and the weighted
average “"°Pb/?**U age of 105.2 £ 0.5 Ma (2 sigma) for
these two fractions is considered the best estimate for
the emplacement age of the Jasra gabbro. The slightly
older age for zircon fraction #2 could reflect the pres-
ence of a small inherited Pb component

The precise U-Pb zircon/baddeleyite age of
105.2 = 0.5 Ma obtained in this study for the Jasra gab-
bro is similar to slightly less-precise ages obtained for
other alkaline complexes in northeastern India. These
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CFB magmatism. Thus it is important to work on the tem-
poral relationship between ACICs and CFBs, which may
certainly play an important role for understanding the ori-
gin of ACICs.

The majority of carbonatite occurrences worldwide
are Cretaceous in age (<200 Ma)' and are temporally
linked to the formation of large igneous provinces im-
mediately prior to the break-up of the supercontinent
Pangea. The exact timing of this alkaline—carbonatite
magmatism globally is critical in evaluating the details
of magmatic processes operating within mantle plumes
and could provide a detailed record of the break-up his-
tory of the supercontinent Pangea.
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