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ABSTRACT

Quantum field theory is reformulated in such a manner that a
complete set of ocillators for modes with both positive and negative
energies are introduced. The theory leads to the proper connection
between spin and statistics as in the standard formulation, but it imple-
ments the time reversal transformation and the TCP transformation as
linear unitary transformations. Negative energy particles in the initial
states are identified with antiparticles in the final state with reversed
motion (and vice versa) as far as scattering amplitudes are concerned. A
covariant perturbation theory is developed which yields scattering ampli-.
tudes which are essentially the same as in the usual theory;

1. INTRODUCTION

ACCORDING to the theory of relativity the energy and momentum of a free
particle transform among themselves as the components of a four-vector
under Lorentz transformations. The square of the energy is given by

Ef = p* + m?

where m? is a constant, positive zero or negative. For ordinary particles
m is itself taken to be real so that m? is positive. The above equation yields
two values for the energy

E=++p*+m 1)

It is customary to take only the positive square root and assume that we
have- always. positive energy particles only. Such a point of view is con-
sistent with relagivistic invariance as long as m? is non-negative; for m?
negative (faster-than-hght particles) the distinction between positive ard
negative encrgy states.is not: relatlwsucally invariant since a-suitable Lorentz
transformation can change the sign of the energy. In cggncmon with this
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134 E. C. G. SUDARSHAN

case we had studied the physical interpretation of negative energy particles
and found them to be travelling backwards in time. This suggested an
interesting physical reinterpretation postulate for negative energy particles.

Negative energy particles in classical physics.—Let us consider the
nature of the negatlve energy particles for non-negatlve values of m?. In this
case (including m®=0) the negative energy particle is a relativistically
invariant concept. In classical relativistic physics the four-momentum vector
and the space-time displacement vector are proportional since the world
line of the particle is a straight line. If v is the velocity of the particle (with
the speed of light equal to unity) the momentum is given by

p=m(l—vy)*t v

We shall take the displacement Ax in the same direction (and sense) as the
momentum. Then for positive (negative) energy of the particle, the time
elapsed A? would be positive or negative. In other words, negative energy
particles travel backwards in time. They arrive before they start and carry
negative energy. Hence they are physically equivalent to ordinary positive
energy particles going forward in time but in the opposite direction.

To see this more elearly we consider an apparatus A emitting a particle
at time f; which is absorbed by another apparatus B at time #,. For the case
of a positive energy particle £, > t; and energy is transferred from A to B,
with B gaining the energy last by A. In the case of a ncgative energy par-
ticle t; > 1, and in the energy transfer between A and B, A gains (positive)
energy and B loses it. In view of this it is more satlsfactory physically to
interpret the phenomenon as the apparatus B emitting.a positive energy
particle at time f, which is subsequently being absorbed by apparatus A at
time #;. With this reinterpretation only positive energy particles are irivolved
in the ultimate physical interpretation and they all travel forward in time,
This reinterpretation (and its quantum theory counterpart) are key con-
cepts in the physics of faster-than-light particles; but we now see that they
can equally well be considered for hght-hke or slower—than—hght partlcles

. The replacement of the emission (absorptmn) of a negatlve energy
particle by the absorption (emlssmn) of the corresponding positive energy
particle (but with reversed momenta) may be thought of as the classical
equivalent of the prmc1ple of crossing symmetry in quantum mechanics.

It is known that classical particles furnish irreducible realizations of the
Poincaré group; these realizations are not equivalent to their complex con-
jugates since such a transformation changes the sign of the emergy. The
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operation of space inversion is a canonical automorphism of the Poincaré
group and is defined on the positive and negative enerpy particles separately.
But the time inversion transformation cannot be defined on the Poincaré
group as a canonical automorphism unless we include both positive and
negative encrgy particles. If we have only positive energy particles we
would have to deal with time reversal as an antiautomaorphism.  We shaly
not elaborate on these questions here, but only point to the reluted problem
of time reversal invariance in quantum ficld theory discussed below.

Negative energy particles in quantum theory.~ Let us now consider
negative energy particles in quantum theory. By Fhrenfest’s theorem we
can still conclude that if we consider that on an average a purticle must move
in the direction of its momentum, then, negative cnergy particles travel back-
ward in time. These two features of carrying negative energy and of triavel-
ling backward in time can be used to reinterpret the physics to suy that the
particles travel forward in time with positive encrgy but that emissions and
absorptions must be interchanged. The reinterpretation of negative energy
particles in quantum mechanics is obtained by virtue of *“ crossing ",

It is necessary to note that crossing is a property of transition amplitudes,
not of quantum-mechanical states. Fach particle of negative crergy in the
Initial state is associated with a positive energy particle in the Jralstute; und
vice versa. We must have both the initial and final states before we can
make the transition amplitude.! And crossing is defined for the tramsition
amplitudes only.

This implies in turn that while we would like to restrict attention to
only those amplitudes which contain only positive erergy rarticles toth in
the initial and final states as being physical amplitndes, we do not mike a
restriction on the states. In this sense the present methed of dealing with
negative cnergy particles is different frem that of Dirne.® In Direc's hole
theory of the positron, the states themselves are given a new physical inter-

~ pretation, but this necessitates a secord quantized heory cteying Fermi

Statistics. The present method is applicable equally to both Fermi and
Bose systems.

To illustrate the content of the proposed reinterpretation ard its enobling
us to consider time reversal and space-inversion as both essentially geemetric
linear transformations consider tramsition amplitude F(p,q,p,q0) for the

following process:
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where we denote the pion four-mementa by pi, Pa and the eta four-momenta
by ¢, and g, Under a space-inmversion we get the same process with the
four-momenta changed as follows:

p'=p pr ot p
q' e ] qﬁ' % qa'

In this spinless case the conservation of angular moementum in the
collision automatically implies invariance, under spave-nvertien o that
F(p/q ' peqs) = F(pgp.ga). Al t'hxs 18 quite “mmdmd. If we now
consider time inversion we have, in the present ffammhsm, i very similar
transformation: the four-momenta change according to:

p” == 4" r po PR po

q” == "%"' q qo" P qo.
This is a purely geometric transformation and we get the tramformed amph-
tude:

F" = F(p'q,’p."q")-
Again in this spinless case we have
F" = F.

But F” is a transition amplitude with negative cnergy particlos in the initial
and final states. Hence by the reinterpretation postulate we should identify
F(pi”ql”p,,"q{”) ‘'with the amplitude for the crossed process: F{— py" — ¢
= p,”" = ¢,"). But this is the samie as the reverge process

*3 + }73%"1 ’+' /3]

with all the momenta reversed. This result coincides with the standard
(Wigner) prescription for transition amplitudes.t We have thus demonstrated
the equivalence of our formulation with that of the usual theory, though for
transformations reversing the dircction of time the behaviour of the stutes
is quite different in the two cases. We shall encounter this circumstance
in our discussion of quantum field theory below.

II. Srconp QUANTIZATICN OF Bose Firips

Beg?nping with the discovery of radiation oscillators by Planck® #nd
the statistics c?f photons by Bose® it has been graduslly nccepted that the
proper relativistic description of quantum-mechanical systems was by 8
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“second-quantized 7 theory. The ideas of Planck wrd Hose fourd than
logical completion in the work of Fock who puve anoperitor forny han
which described a collcction of symmetrized muny-particle s tates with o
variable number of particles. ‘The method of Todk? cauld be extadad to
the description of particles obuying Fermi statisties ard for rehativtie thoee
fes. In the case of the sccond-quantized Schiedinger ticld we proceed i
follows:

Let 15 (x) be a complete orthopormal set of one particle winve tunc
tions satisfying the relations

Z un (X)un” () d(x- )

Jun® (x) ups (X) d®x dppe. ()
Let a,, a,’ be a set of annihilation and creation aperators satindying the
commutation (or anticommutation) relations

[@n, anls = [aa", antly 0

[an, an'T}:t: - dane. (3}
Then the quantized ficlds ¢ (x), ¢! (x) are defined according to

¢ (x) ’m? aptin (X)

Yl (x) = {:ann‘n‘ (x) (4)

‘ind satisfy the commutation (or anticommutation) relations

[ (x) 4T )] & = 3 (x— y). (%)

For wave functions with spin an obvious extension of tlus formalism
needed. When the basis functions are replaced by unothe: arthorormal sct
'the creation and annihilation operators undergo o canonical transformation
so that the field commutation (or anticommutation) relutions ure preserved.

When one proceeds to relativistic theory the standwd method of
second quantization makes use of a complete set o pusitive encrpy sulutions
of the spin ( ficld. "I he field is then broken up into positive and Hegntive
frequ‘cncy parts which are respectively associuted with annihilition und
creation operators:

¢ (x, 1) = Zanfy (x,1)
- (x, 1) = Zan! f,,° (x, 1) (6)
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where the functions fy (x, ?) are positive energy solutions of the Klein-Gorden
equation which are orthonormal in the appropriate scaler product:

2if {fn‘fqn - f nSny d3X = Spp 0

and
an, an’] = [an', anf]l=0

[an, an't] = dan (8

Then
Y, 1 , B} , dak ’

[¢(+) (x, t), é(") (x 4 )] = '("2'"—)'8 f eik-(x-—:c ) e»imt—t ) __2_‘_‘; (9)

where

o=+ 4/mi+k?

and m is the mass of the scalar particles. From this relation we obtain
[$P (x, 1), ¢~ (', D] — [$D (x, 1), 6 (x', )] = — 8 (x — x). (10)

On the basis of this formalism we can establish the theory of the free
(neutral) scalar field and demonstrate the equivalence of this theory with
the canonically quantized Klein-Gorden field ¢ (x, #) with the Lagrangian
density :

L = % {3* ¢3¢ — m¢3}. . o (11)
" With the associated commutation relations
[0, 40Dl =B(x—y) - | (12)

Despite the relativistic invariance of the theory so obtained, the decom-
position into positive and negative frequency parts is not local.

- We propose a new formalism in which the complete set of solutions
(of positive as well as of negative energy) is associated with annihilation

operators just as in the case of the second quantized Schrodinger field;
 accordingly we write

$(x) = (2_;})_’_5 f {a(wk) e-loxHkx 4 g (___ w—k) ei»x.—ik.z} ‘2!_:’_::
a3)
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The conjugate field is defined by

¢t (x) = (ﬂl)’m f {aT (wk) ortk.x |
+ af (— w — k) e-orHik.xy ——7—- (14)

The mmﬁuﬁﬁon relations are
[a(+ o, k), a' (£ 0'k)] = + 208 (k — k')
[a (wk), a (— w'k')] = [a (wk), a' (— &'k)] = 0. (19

With this choice of the commutation relations we obtain

[6(x), ¢ 0)] =0 |
[6(x), $t )] =iA (x— ). (16)

Ax—y)=— —5, f etk-@-sin w (2 — Y9 LE . a7

These immediately lead to the equal time commutation relations
(A=) [$(x), $'()] =0
S(x" y°) [, 470N = i8(x— ) (18)

whlch are the famxhar canonical commutation relations.

We could deduce these commutation relations and equations of motion
starting with the Action Principle® and the Lagrange density

L =3 {4t0,¢ — m? ¢T¢} : - (19

The Action Principle states
id¢ (x) [¢ (x), 3A]; A= [L(x)d'. (20)

Cons1dermg varlatlons whlch vanish at the end points we obtain the equa-
tions of motion :

(Q%+mY ¢ = (O + m?) ¢+ = 0. o . . (21)




o
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Considering variations which do not vanish at end points we get the com-
mutation relations

Bx0 ) [dlx) 0t (0] vy
S0 )[4 Ay O
F‘inany‘ Cunhidcrin&l virsifions ol the uppes L o ST and tunes Ult::{f:&"

tion we get the CXPUTHSION for the penctatols ol spdee amd e dnpmw
ments, that ts the tour-momentum.

In particular the energy is given by

HooP il o ¢t mip Ty (22)
which is the familiar expression for a Klem-Goiden ticld. 11 we 1ewnte it
in terms of the creation and annthilation operators we et

. ]
M ’ o {at (k) a Qewk) u! (  whya ik ) ‘ift' {13

This expression, together with the commutition. relations (15) o a (1 wh),
enable us to interpret Hoas the encrgy of a collection of positive and negative
encrgy particles, provided the mvanant vacuum state O s defined by

alwk) [0y  a( wh)y|0) 0. {24

The quantized ficld is thus cquivalent to o collection of particles with cither i
. 4
sign of the cnergy. §

In dealing with the scalar field we have made use of quartization aceord-
ing to Bose statistics. This necessary relition between spin wnd stalistics
is @ consequence of an inviriance requirement on the Action function called
the S-principle.  This matter is discussed m some detasd i s later section.

HL INTERACTING FIELDS AND 110 PHYSICAL REINTLRIFRI TATION :

Postut At

As an illustration of the construction of the theory of interncting tields,

let us cor-lsidcr the coupling of a neutral scalur ficld with another scalar
field ¢ bilinearly. We write

Lint = g (@7 + ) (¢t + ¢). (25)
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Assuming the mass m of the « tickd to be less thun twice the mass M of the
¢ ficld there are no provesses to first order m the mteraction (25 To second
order we have the following processes:

Mim--M . :m

M i NI e M + M (2(1)
The first one is elastic scattertng of 4 dquantum by o dequantum. The
second one is the suittering of two 3 quante with the eachange of o st
$-quantum. To caleulute the ged seuttenng we contder the  cquation
of motion of the ¢ tickd:

(O MY g (27)
so that
(X)) eln) g ) Gl ) (#" () v B () *f'()‘)) diy
(28)
where G (x -~ 3) is a Green's function satisfymg
(O + MG ) v ) 29

and iy (x) is a solution of the homogencous equation. Hence the effective
interaction leading to e scattenng s

18 1 ¢h ¢t )Gy b b () dixddy (30)
where the factor 4 has been added to compensate for the double counting.

If we denote the ¢ and ¢ momenta by p and ¢, the effective trumsition amplitude
to second order is given by

mx ({(]7 gy - Mi} L (- qx)a Mﬂ} t)‘ (31)

Since the denominators never vanish, we do not have to speafy the Green's
function any further,

To caleulate the effective duf scuttenng we solve the equntion of motion
of the ¢ ficld to obtain

(O m) () A) () () (32)

to obtain the contribution of the source g (4! 4 ¥)? at the point y to the ¢
field at the point x to be equal to

g § Gle—ypi my (T (y) + ¢ (1)*) dy.
Al
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Consequently the effective i) interaction is
1 (T +4))Gx—y; m O+ ¢ ()2 dixdy (33)

If we denote the momenta in the initial state by py, p, and in the final state by
pi'» pe the scattering amplitude, in the second order approximation, is:

. 28" ({(Pl —p = ML - {(py — o) — .Mz}‘l') (34)

Both the ¢ (*“ Compton ) scattering amplitude and the ¥ (*° Moller *°)
scattering amplitudes have, to the second order in the coupling constant g,
exactly the same expression, as we would have obtained from the standard
theory. It would be necessary to note that the present theory not only
furnishes the amplitudes for the mutual scattering of positive energy particles
but also of negative energy particles. But in this case we make use of the
physical reinterpretation postulate.® A negative energy particle in the initial
(final) state of a transition is to be identified with a positive energy (anti)
particle with opposite linear (and angular) momentum in the final (initial) state.
We find that the scattering amplitudes that we have computed above in the
second-order approximation do have this feature. We shall henceforth
implicitly assume the reinterpretation postulate in discussing transition
amplitude: without loss of any generality we could restrict attention to
positive energy particles insofar as transition amplitudes are concerned,
In a real sense. only positive energy particles are physical.

We have seen that the second-order scattering amplitudes could be
‘computed without specifying the precise choice of the Green’s function,
since their Fourier transforms never vanished in the physical domain for
the initial and final particles. This is a property of more general class of
processes represented by “tree diagrams”. Of course these processes share

with the simpler second-order processes the defect that they do not yield
unitaty scattering amplitudes.

Before proceeding to the systematic computation of the higher order
effects it is desirable to discuss the question of the freedom in the choice of
the Green’s functior. We have seen that for the equation of motion

(A2 +mH)d(x) = £(x) - (35)
the general solution is

$(x) =¢o(x)+ | Glx—») £ dYy | (36)

TR R
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where ¢ (x) is any solution of the homogencous cquation and G (x -~ y)
is any Green's function.  For the sume Henenbery hield 4 (v) and the same
equation of motivn, the change in the Ghreen's function entinls o change
the *“free field 7 &, (x). Thechanpe from G (v ) fo Gy ) without
change of ¢(x) imphies that 4 (a) be replaced by 4O J G )
— Gy (x =y Sydive o pacticular, the change from the halt retarded:
half advanced Green's functions

v pther

-. |
S ) (2} Py 0 d'k (37)

to the causal Green's function

ptkir W

, I

ey y) - (:,,)4J K% it o e J*h (38)
is cquivalent to the augmenting of the frec field by the terms

) j AP (- p) () dly (39)
where A% is the symmetric invariunt function

‘ 1 v
iy - . R Rl . paBY AL :
. (x) (21:)’_"6 b(k® - m®)dk. (40)

Converscly, the change in the CGreen's function is entailed by a change in the
asymptotic ficld.
IV. Srconn QUANTIZATION OF THE DIRAC Frerp
The free Dirac ficld obeys the equation

iy, - MY (x) s 0, (41)
This cquation ¢an be solved to obtain pline wave solutions of the form

B(x) up(x)e ik (42)
where the four-momentum & satisfics

kO ms 4 /M k? s fow
and wu, (k) satisfics the equutions

(v, — M)y (k) = 0. (43)
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The two values of r are related to the two possible values of the helicity:
o . kup (k) = (=) |k |u (k). (44)

For the same value of the spatial momentum k there are four solutions,
two solutions with positive energy and two with negative energy.

According to our general principle we define for each value of the
spatial momentum four annihilation operators, two for positive energy and
two for negative energy. We write, accordingly, for the second quantized
Dirac field

J(x) = f {0r (@) tr (0 ) 5

 ap (—w —K) tr (— o —K) ik} 2%% 45)

with the conjugate field
#60 = [ fart (k) ! (wk) &

) 3
Fagt (—w—k) ! (— a—K) e-ik2) 2’%/%) .

The creation and destruction operators are chosen to satisfy the-anticom-
mutation relations

{ar (4 wk), as' (& o'k} =208 (k— k) Spg
{ar (+ k), as (£ @'k} = {ar (0k), a5t (— 'k}

(46)

= 0. 47)
It then follows that
5(x0 — y0) { (), T ()} = 8 (x —) (48)
5(x°— y9) Y (x), b} =0 | (49)
provided we normalize the solutions u, (+-wk) by
;T (L wk) uy (ok) = 26. (50)

In writing down the second step of (48) we have made use ofthe completeness
of the four solutions u, (-wk) for a fixed value of the spatial momentum
k. Note the fact that the anticommutators of the annihilation and creation

P N . TS Y o N i e ]



A New Formvdation of Relativistic Quantum Field Theory 145

operators are positive for both positive and negative energy states. This
is to be contrasted with the commutators of the dnnihilation and creation
operators for the spin O field which change sign with the sign of the energy.
This difference is to be traced to the difference in the nature of the scalar
product: for the spin O case the scalar product changed sign with the sign
of the energy, while the spin 4 scalar product (50) does not change sign with
the sign of the energy.

The general anticommutation relations can also be written down from
the basic anticommutation relations for the annihilation and creation opera-

tors. We get

&), 4O} =0

1)3 f{e..ikcx-—m Uy (wk) u'T (wk)

T

¥ O =
+ ED 1y (0 — K) it (—w—R)} Tk
But

Z tp (k) st (@) = 9° (v - k + M), &° = + /T F M

Zup (—w—k) uf (—w—k) = ¥° (v . k= M.
Hence
W@, FON = (" 12+ M) iA G — )
=S(x—) (51)

where A (x — y) is the invariant commutator function for the scalar field.
The function S (x — y) has the properties

(X —y)S(x—y) =—3(x—y)
SG—x)=+Sx—1)

(s —M)SG—p=0 | (52)
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Since ¢ furnishes a 1epresentation of the complete Lorentz group (which
is in general reducible and not necessarily unitary) ¢t also furnishes a repre-
sentation of the Lorentz group. For any collection of finite dimensional
representations, ¢' is equivalent to the representation furnished by 4.
We shall consider finite dimensional representations only here. If the
representation furnished by ¢ is denoted by D (A):

¢r (x) > Drs (A) 45 (A7) (61)
then the representation by ¢ is of the» form

$rT (x) = Drs* (A) ¢sT (A1),
The said equivalence implies

ErnDns (A) = Drn* (A) Ens- (62)
If we therefore write

Py = (E-l)rsﬁé‘sJr

then ¢ transforms like ¢ and we may rewrite the above Lagrangian density
in the form

L (x) = £ (ET®)pg ¢y - Qs — by . bs) — H ().

In this form we can implement a syitable symmetrization of I under the
interchange of the creation and annihilation operators that is of the fields

é, Y. 'We shall require that the Lagrangian density and, hence, the Action be
invariant under the replacement'®

$ (x) = ¢ (— x)
¢ (x) = ¢ (— x). (63)

We shall refer to this requirement as the S-principle. The above Lagrangian
density does not satisfy this property. We can, however, symmetrize it so

as to satisfy the S-principle, to obtain:
L (x) = 2 (BI'*)rs {fpoups — Quthrds — Prduds + dudbribst — H (x).
(64

Henceforth we shall consider (64) as the Lagrangian density from which the
Action function would be constructed,
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The Action Principle now states that all variations in the dynamical
variables are generated by the changes in the Action:

A= [ L(x)dx
so that

i34 () = [4: (), 3A]

i3y (x) = [¢r (x), 3A] - (65)
We shall consider two possibilities for the field variations: either that they
shall commute with all the field variables or that they shall anticommute
with all field variables. The first possibility leads to commutation relations

and the second to anticommutation relations. The Lagrangian density
(64) may be rewritten in the form

L(x) = 3 (BI'¥)rs {rdubs — duibrs}
+ 3 (El¥)g {bp¢8'1[’1‘ - ¢Sb“¢1‘} — H (x).

Considering variations which vanish at end points we get the equations of
motion. By considering end point variations alone we get, according to

(65),
i84r (x) = 3 (ETns [ [4r (%), ¥ () 65 0)] 8 (x* — y9) dty
T2 (B0 [ [$r (), 55 () i ()] 8 (x° — y9) d¥y
iy (x) = — F (Ens [ [hr (), 3 () 65 ()] 8 (x° — y) d¥y
— 3 (EDsn | [fr (%), 65 () 3n ()] 3 (= — »°) d¥y.
(66)

For variations commuting with the field variables we get from either of the
above relations:

33 (x° — y9) {(EIps + (EIgn} [¢r (%), 0 ()] = 8,58 (x — ). (67)

If on the other hand we had considered variations which anticommuted with
the fields we would instead get the anticommutation relations

’&8 (xo - yo) {(EFO )ns - (EF o)sn} {‘Isr (x), 'i‘n (}’)} = 81'38 (x -

The relations (67) would become inconsistent if EI™ is antis
(68) would become inconsistent if EI® is symmetric. Henc
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field should have. EI'® symmetric; .and could then be subjected to Bose |

statistics. While the anticommuting field should have EI® antisymmetric.

The symmetry of the matrix EIis now to be studied. The transforma-
tion of “strong reflection” in which the space time co-ordinates one all
reversed is a proper Lorentz transformation and can be thought of as a
rotation through = around any space axis and a complex pure Lorentz trans-
formation equivalent to a “rotation” through /=. Hence the transformation
of a Dirac feld is of the form

i (x) = lysf (— x). (69)
On the other hand, the matrix I'* is given by y%* so that
El* = iy%*y, (70)

which is antisymmetric (independent of the representation of the Dirac
matrices). It follows that a Dirac field ought to be quantized according to
Fermi statistics. For a Klein-Gorden field the matrix is again simply given
because it leaves scalars (and second rank tensors unchanged but changes
the sign of vectors. On the other hand the matrix connects the scalar with
the vector and is antisymmetric. Hence EI'* connects scalars with vectors
and is symmetric, so that a spin 0 field should obey Bose statistics.

More generally, since all finite dimensional representations of the
Lorentz group can be obtained as totally symmetric multispinors it is possible
to show that EI'* is symmetric for tensor representations and antisymmetric
for spinor representations. Hence the basic commutation relations (67)
and (68) assert that tensor fields should be quantized according to Bose
statistics and spinor fields according to Fermion statistics. Thisis the funda-
mental theorem on the relation between spin and statistics.’® As deduced
here it is purely a consequence of the Action Principle, and the S-principle.

Since no reference was made to the sign of the energy density or the
charge density these considerations apply equally well to our formulation
of quantization or to the more conventional method quantization.

VI. REDUCTION OF THE S-MATRIX

To be able to treat the interaction to higher approximations it is necessary
to develop a systematic perturbation theory and to provide a scheme for the
reduction of the S-matrix. A heuristic method of developing this is to
proceed to the interaction picture and consider the expression for the S-matrix:

S=Tfexp.i [ Wdw} | M)




A New Formulation of Relativistic Quantum Field Theory 151

where W (x) is the interaction in the interaction picture. If we rewrite this
expression in a normal ordered fashion the coefficients of the various terms
are the (unrenormalized) expressions for the S-matrix elements for the
various processes. This reduction is facilitated by the use of Wick’s theorem
and the use of the contraction functions. But before doing that we recall
that there is still some freedom in the definition of the asymptotic “in”
fields in terms of which the partlcles are introduced into the field theory
We make the choice*

bn@) = h @)= 3 [ A0 =) £0)ay

b ) =9 — 7 [ SV @=1) 70)dy ™)

where ¢, and ¢, are (the annihilation part of) the Boson and Fermion fields
and £(y), 7(y) the sources of the Heisenberg fields.

(02 +mY) ¢ (x) = £(x)
("o — M) ¢ (x) = 1 (). (73)

This choice of the asymptotic field is equivalent to an apparent change of,
the interaction. For example, for the Yukawa interaction

Lint (%) = g¥7 (%) y*¥ (%) @ (x)
E(x) =g¥T ()P ¥ ()
1(x) =8P (x) ¥ (x)
we get the effective interaction

Wy (x) = g¥1 (x) Y% () @ (x)

n .f’.; w1 (x) Y0 () f A (x— ) ¥ 0) P () dty

+ %—z ¥ () ' (x) f S (x =5 ¥(5) 2 () dYy.

Let us now compute the contraction functions. The Boson ﬁelds lq
the interaction (25) occurs only in the combination

60 = ¢ () + 30
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Then | .

| (2,200 = [#T () 6] + [$ (), 7 ()]
=i\ (x = »).

Hence the contraction function

7%, ) =(0{T(2(x) 2 () [0)

=l e~ A G-

L]

i eik@-y

=t 74
=t ) 9k (74)

coincides with the half retarded-half advanced Green’s function. In contrast,
in the standard formalism the contraction function is equal to the causal
Green’s function. Similarly for the Fermion field we have the contraction
function

g (x,3) = (0| T(F(x) ¥ (») |0)

=}e(x*—)) S(x—y) (75)

which is again the time symmetric Green’s function.
We have already seen that the freedom in the choice of the asymptotic
field, entails a freedom in the choice of the Green’s function. In parti-

cular the choice of the asymptotic fields ¢in, ¥in according to (72) yields
effective contraction functions

TN =1® ) +5 A0 —)) = Aclx— )

o (%, 3) =0 (%, ) + 5 S (x — ) = Se (x — ) (76)

and the effective interaction
W (x) = g¥T (x) y*¥ () D (x). an

This may be verified by direct calculation for the second and fourth order
matrix elements. A combinatorial argument can be constructed to show
the validity of this effective contraction functions to all orders in pertur-
bation theory.

We have thus recovered, in the present theory, the (unrenormalized)
expansion of the scattering amplitude as a power series in the coupling
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constant.!> 12 The result <o obtained contains all the familiar infinities of
perturbation theory and is therefore without precise mathematical content.
But the heuristic method of renormalization of the perturbation expansion
developed within the standar¢ formalism can be transplanted into the present
formalism to provide a renormalized perturbation expansion in which eack
term is finite.

The renormalized perturbation series yields an amplitude which is unitary
to the order of approximation desired. But the essential point is that the
unitarity relation is true when only the positive energy particles are included
in the intermediate states. This remarkable result is consistent with our
assertion that only positive energy particles are physical.

VII. DISCRETE TRANSFORMATIONS AND THE TCP THEOREM

The formulation of quantum field theory given above is invariant under
relativistic transformations belonging to the proper orthochronous group.
We now wish to consider the discrete transformations of space inversion (P),
time inversion (T) and charge conjugation (C) and the invariance of the
theory under such transformations.

Space inversion.—The space inversion transformation should be viewed
as a purely geometric transformation in which momenta and co-ordinates
change sign but energies and angular momenta remain the same. For the
scalar field creation operators this Implies

a(w, k) = a (v, —k)
a(—w,k)=>a(~ o, — k)

independent - of whether the corresponding particles are self-conjugate or
not. This implies, for the scalar field

d’ (x, t) - ‘l’ (""x’ t)'

For a pseudoscalar field there is an additional phase factor of — 1. To
include this also, we may write this more ger;erally in the form

b —>mpd(—x. 0. np==1. | (78)

In the case of a vector field there is the additional geometric feature dis-
tinguishing the space and time components of the four-vector. .

A (x, ) =»1p A (=, 1) |
Al )—>—mpAl=x1) (1)
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Finally for a spinor

’l’ (x: t) - 7713705[’ (""" X t)' . (80)

To complete the definition we must exhibit a unitary operator U (P) which
implements these transformations on the field operators and leaves the
vacuum unchanged so that

U@ |[0)=]0)
U®) ¢ (x, ) U (P) = mp ¢ (—x, 1), etc. 8D

A formal construction of such an operator U (P) can be carried out easily :
we note, for example, that the operator

U, = exp. g«r({af (0 — k) — np al (w — k)} {a (wk) — np a(w, —k)}

— {a' (—wk) — np a' (—w—k)} {a (—wk) — np a(— w—k)})
has the property

U (+ , k) Uy = 7 a (o—Fk)
U, IO) = ’0>

A product of such factors would serve to define U (P). Since the behaviour
of the fields under space inversion are the same as in the standard formula-
tion, we shall not enter into a detailed discussion of the space inversion
invariance of various interactions.

Particle conjugation—The operation of charge conjugation implies
the replacement of particle creation (annihilation) operators by antiparticle
creation (annihilation) operators. When the particles are self-conjugate
(i.e., the antiparticles are the same as the particles) the charge conjugation
transformation reduces to a real phase factor ne = 4 1. For a general
field we have

ar (£ @, k) =2 b, (4 o, k)
for the non-self conjugate case; and
ar (£ w, k) =>1cary (£ ©, k)

or the self-conjugate case. No loss of generality is entailed by not including
a phase factor in the non-self conjugate case.. We should now construct a
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unitary charpe conjupation operator U (Cy which would implement these
transforutions unttanly and leave the vacuum invariant:

U(Cyap (o w, Ky Uy b (L k)
Uy o) 0. (82)

Here again the transformations have the same structure as in the standard
formulation.

It is worthwhile to point out the elementary fact that any given non-self-
conjupate ficld cun be evpressed as a definite linear combination of self-
conjugitte fields with opposite charge conjugation phases.  We write

ay (o, k) l, V(s o k) L b o, k)

a, (e, k) i\l‘/" (o kY A w, k)
Then
Uy a, U H(C) Loy
UA(CYa - HCY - ay
illustrating the statement,
In terms of the sclf-conjugate fields we may write
ULC) e U HCY  ed (x, 1) (83)

for boson tickds and fermion ticlds alike.  We could construct non-}Hermi-
tious ficlds

By ) ()

Y )y 80 () = i () (84)

which would transform according to

UQQ¢x)UO) = ¢ (x)
U(C) i (x) U (C) — o (). (83)




156 E. C. G. SUDARSHAN

So far the fields ¢, ¢ contain only annihilation operators. Their Hermitian
adjoints which contain the creation parts transform according to

U0 ¢t (x) U (C) = ¢T (%)
U(C) 4 (x) U (C) = ¢ (%)

with |

#0) = s (97— i ()

wmzéﬂWMm+wN@}

For a Boson field, the crossing symmetric combination which enters the
interactions is

D (x) = ¢ (%) + ¢ (%)

while for the Dirac field it is

D, (x) = ¢p (x) + Bsihst (x).
These are the generalizations to non-self conjugate fields of the self-conju-
gate expressions used in (59) previously. Now

D (x) = OV (x) + iP® (x)

Dy (x) = DV (x) + i (%) (86)

where all the fields which appear on the right?hand side are self-conjugate
fields. The charge conjugation transformation yields

UP (x) U = ot (x)
UPy (x) Ut = B,s QDsT (x)
US™ (x) Ul = (—)-1 M (x) (87)

Using these expressions we may study the invariance of interactions involving
corjugate or non-self-conjugate fields under charge conjugation. As an
example, the interaction (25) that we have considered in an earlier section
Is charge conjugation invariant provided ¢ (x) is even under charge conjuga-
tion.

. Time inversion.—The discrete transformations like time inversion (T)
and strong reflection (TCP) are treated as antilinear transformations in the

. - i
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standard formulations of quantum field theory. The reason for this is that
if these transformations are treated purely geometrically two difficulties are
encountered. The first one is that under a geometric transformation
involving time inversion the energies, being fourth components of the energy-
momentum four-vectors, should change sign while the momentum would
not. However, the notion of viewing the time evolution of a physical system
in reverse would lead us to expect the momenta to reverse while the energies
retain their sign. The second difficulty is that for finite-component Boson
fields the canonical commutation relations change sign under such a geo-
metric transformation. To avoid these difficulties time reversal transforma-
tion is defined as an antiunitary transformation in the standard formula-
tion of quantum field theory. The transformation has the property of inter-
changing initial and final states, reversing all momenta, but preserving all
helicities and energies and interchanging “in > and “ out ” states. In parti-
cular, on a single particle state the behaviour of the time reversal trans-
formation has the action

a' (0, k) |0)— (0] a(w, —k) (88)

No generality is lost in not including a phase factor.

In the present formalism none of these difficulties are encountered. The
energy spectrum contains both positive and negative energies and the geo-
metric transformations do not introduce any contradiction with the energy
spectrum. In view of the nature of the commutation relations

[a(+ o, k), at (+ o, k)] = 208 (k — k)
which change sign with the sign of the energy, the geometric transformation
$(x, ) > (x, — 1) (89)

for the Boson field preserves the commutation relations. As long as we
deal with self-conjugate fields it appears that the geometric transformations

¢ (x, 1) —n(x, — 1)

(6, 1) = iyl g (x, — 1)

A'(x, )—>—nA"(x, — 1)

A(x, 1) — A (x, — 1) | | %)

or something fairly close to it can be defined to represent time inversion.
A4
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Closer study shows that the transformation so defined with » = 4= 1
are applicable to self-conjugate fields which are even and odd under charge
conjugation. In other words, the transformation that we have defined is
not T but TC. This can be seen by considering the transformation (89)
for a non-self-conjugate field, say the scalar field as transcribed in terms of
the annihilation and creation operators:

a{+ w, k) —a(F o, k)
at (4- w, k) —> al (F o, k). oD

Hence the transformation of the one particle state is according to:
al (0, k) |0)—af (— w, k)| 0).

In other words a positive energy particle in the (initial) state is transformed
into a negative energy particle in the (initial) state. By the physical reinter-
pretation postulate this is equivalent to a positive energy antiparticle in the
final state. In other words the net result is as if the transformation is:

at (wk) | 0)Y—>{0 | b (e, — k). (92)

Comparing this with the behaviour (88) of the time reversal transformation
in the standard formulation we see that the transformation is really TC and

not T. Since C has already been defined, if we so choose, we can define T
by considering

T = (TC) . C. (93)

The time reversal transformation so defined is unitary in contrast to the

antiunitary nature of the transformations in the standard formulation of
field theory.

-We note that while a time reversal transformation T can be defined by
(93), it is the TC transformation rather than T that has a simple geometric
behaviour. For self-conjugate fields the two differ by a real phase factor.

This is relevant in view of the geometrlc nature of TCP transformatien and
the TCP theorem.'®

Strong reflection and the TCP theorem.—Let us now consider the geo-
metric operation

$(x) —¢(— x)
P (x) —iygh(— x)
A¥ (X) —> — A# (— X) | 94
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which corresponds to reflection of all the space time axes. It could be seen
to be an element of the complex Lorentz group. Any theory involving finite
component fields which is manifestly invariant under the real Lorentz group
is also invariant under the complex Lorentz group.*® Under such a trans-
formation any manifestly covariant local Lagrangian density transforms
according to

L (x) =L (~ x). (95)

Hence the Action function is unchanged. This is the TCP Theorem in our
formulation of quantum field theory.

To see the physical implications of this geometric transformation we
study the special case of the scalar field

$ (x) > ¢ (— x). (96)

We shall take this field to be non-self-conjugate. Then transcribed in terms
of annihilation operators we get

a(w, k) —a(— o, ~ k) )
so that the one-particle states transform according to
at (@, )| 0) ~>al (= &, =) | 0). ©8)

By the physical interpretation postulate we get the negative energy particle
(in the initial state) is to be identified with a positive energy antiparticle with
oppositt momentum (in the final state). The net result is then as if we
defined the transformation as

a' (0, k) [0)~ (0| b (e, k) (99)
which is the conventional TCP operation.

Just as in the case of the time reversal operation, the TCP operation is:
represented by a unitary operator within the present version of quantum
- field theory.

VIII. CONCLUDING REMARKS

In the preceding sections we have presented a reformulation of quantum
theory of fields which has several simplifying features as compared with the
standard formulation. The basic idea is to use Fock’s method of associat-
ing the entire field with the wave functions of one-particle states with both
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positive and negative energy states. The conjugate field is now a field
containing only creation operators with both positive and negative energy
states. The theoretical framework so obtained is in accordance with cano-
nical commutation relations and the Action principle.

The negative energy particles that are described by the field demand
a physical interpretation as positive energy antiparticles travelling in the
opposite direction. This interpretation is suggested by the study of the
physics of classical negative energy particles. The physical reinterpretation
postulate is of fundamental importance in the present version of quantum
field theory. '

The present theory can represent time inversion and TCP as linear
(unitary) operators. The physical implications of the invariance under
the various discrete transformations as far the transition amplitudes are con-
cerned is the same as in the usual formulation.

It may be a small advantage, but the present formulism can also be
employed for the quantum field theory of faster-than-light particles.

By studying a simple Yukawa interaction we have endeavoured to show
how a covariant perturbation theory can be constructed. The perturbation
expansion so obtained contains divergent quantities and has to be renorma-
lized, or regularized using an indefinite metric to obtain finite and meaningful
answers.'4 i |

The usual relation between spin and statistics can be derived in this ver-
sion of quantum theory of fields.

Because of the negative energies occurring in this theory the spectral
postulate of axiomatic field theory' is violated. As a consequence the
standard results of axiomatic field theory no longer hold. As an example

we see that local fields annihilating the vacuum can be constructed. Despite

this the essential result of TCP invariance can be deduced within the present

framework. The theory has local fields satisfying local commutation
relations. |

The point of view that only the positive energy particles need be con-
sidered physical receives mathematical confirmation from the unitarity rela-
tion satisfied by the perturbation theory scattering amplitude. In the unitarity
sum-over-intermediate-states only those states containing exclusively positive
energy states need be included.
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Since the perturbation theory amplitude in the present theory is identical
with that of the usual theory, dispersion relations of the usual kind are
satisfied by the scattering amplitude. In other words while the Wightman
functions in the present theory do not have the “ future-tube ” analyticity,®
the scattering amplitudes may be expected to have the usual analytic
properties.
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