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Introduction 

I t  has been the practice to credit dual authorship to the new names 
proposed by Cuvier and Valenciennes in their monumental contribution - 
to ichthyology, 'Histoire Naturelle Des Poissons', comprising of 22 
volumes published from 1828-1849. Baron Cuvier passed away in 1832 
while volume 9 was in press but Valenciennes who continued the work 
thereafter retained the name of his former senior colleague in the subse- 
quent numbers of the series presumably as a mark of courtesy. Even 
from the beginning different sections of the work were under the , 

individual responsibility of each of them and these have been indicated 
in the appropriate places in the text though not very prominentl$ 
Under the above circumstances i t  is not a correct procedure according * 

to Interiiational Code of Zoological Nomenclature to add "Cuvier and . ; 
Vale~ciennes" after the specific names. The convention of dual author* * . *  

ship is being broken gradually but "Histoire Naturelle Des Poissons': 
being a scarce publication is not accessible to many workers for refer- 
ence. Bailey1 has done a very useful service by making a critic31 study 
of the work and separating the portions contributed by each author. 
So f a r  as Indian workers are concerned this has helped very little to - - 
solve the difficulty as 'Day's Fishes of India (1876-1888) and Fishes 
(1889) in the ''Fauna of British India" Series, which are also compara- 
tively scarce, still remain the standard books of reference and a com- 
parison of all these publications for arriving a t  the correct authorship 
is by no means an easy task for many. Of the 1418 fishes described 
by Day, the names of 257 were those proposed for the first time in 
"Histoire Naturelle Des Poissons" and traditionally quoted under dual 
authorship. To make matters easy for those who are unfavourably 
placed so fa r  as library facilities are concerned the species are listed 
below with the names of the author checked against each of them. 

The genera and species as given in the Fauna of British India, 
~ i s h e s ,  are retained though many of them have undergone nomencla- 
tural revision, In  the absence of a complete revision of Day's work it 
is felt that no useful purpose will be served in effecting changes in the 

-pp----- - 

lR3iley, Reeve M .ig;l, Copeia, No. 3, August 31, pp. 249-251. 


















