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GENERAL    ARTICLE

° ashing thepot ent ial, thesaw-tooth pot ent ial is repeat-
edly brought in contact alternately with a heat bath
of low temperature and a heat bath of higher tempera-
ture. In this case the ratchet works analogously to the
Carnot engine. It isalso worth point ing out that in this
case of ° ashing ratchet and in the ear lier case of rocked
ratchet the part icle moves in a homogeneous medium
with constant fr ict ion coe± cient. Inhomogeneous me-
dia arenot uncommon, however. For example, con¯ned
geomet ries, presence of surfaces (discont inuit ies) , etc.,
make a medium inhomogeneous. I t isworth exploring if
inhomogeneity itself can be exploited to advantage.
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It was absolutely marvelous working for Pauli.

You could ask him anything.  There was no worry

that he would think a particular question was

stupid, since he thought all questions were stupid.

Victor Frederick Weisskopf

 Austrian  physicist.


